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TO: Mayor and Councilmembers  
 
FROM: Daniel Singer, City Manager 
 Tim W. Giles, City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT: Contract Attorney Services and Engagement Letter 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Authorize the City Attorney to execute the attached engagement letter for special legal 
services with Burke, Williams & Sorensen. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
As a part of the evaluation of in-house versus contract legal services, it was 
communicated that should the City Council choose to pursue an in-house attorney, 
contract services, especially in the area of litigation, would be necessary.  Since Burke, 
Williams & Sorensen (BWS) has been representing the City of Goleta in the areas of 
litigation and special counsel it is appropriate and sensible to continue to work with them 
on existing cases and projects, under the direction of the City Attorney.  Utilizing BWS’s 
familiarity and experience with the City’s current legal projects will represent a 
substantial savings over retaining new special counsel for current legal services. 
 
BWS is currently under a contract with the City to provide legal services, but the 
contract is specific to acting as the City Attorney.  This engagement letter will replace 
and supersede the existing contract.  For this reason, the engagement letter is being 
brought to the City Council for consideration.  As has been past practice, staff may 
retain other law firms to provide legal services to the City when it is in the best interest 
of the City to do so. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The attached Engagement Letter with BWS constitutes a new agreement for services 
based on the City’s desire to contract out certain legal services under the direction of 
the City Attorney. 
 
The Engagement Letter represents a similar contractual relationship to the one the City 
has been enjoying with BWS, with two key exceptions.  The first is the responsibility the 
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City will have to pay for some travel time, limited to a maximum of two hours per trip 
(one hour each direction of travel).  Under the existing contract the City was only paying 
the mileage reimbursement for travel to and from City Hall.  The second exception is the 
increase in rates for senior attorneys from the current $245 per hour to $275 per hour.  
All other rates stay the same and are guaranteed until July of 2009.   In reviewing some 
of the many proposals the City received for contractual legal services back in January it 
would appear that the $275 rate, while somewhat on the high side, is not out of range 
for specialized legal services, especially in the area of litigation services. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 
If Council does not wish to pursue the attached Engagement Letter with BWS at this 
time, the following alternatives may be considered: 
 

1. Council could ask staff to renegotiate the contract and either execute or return 
with a different agreement. 

2. Council could review the proposals for contract services the City received in 
January 2008 as a part of the City Attorney selection process. 

3. Council could invite other legal firms to submit proposals to the City for 
special legal services. 

 
Taking any of these actions could leave the City without litigation services for a certain 
period of time unless BWS was willing to continue to serve the City on a month-to-
month basis at existing hourly rates. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
This action would increase the hourly rate of specialized legal services to the City, but 
enhanced management and coordination of services under the direction of the City 
Attorney should allow the City to remain within budget. 
 
 
Submitted By: Reviewed By: Approved By: 
 
 
 
____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 
Tim W. Giles  Michelle Greene Daniel Singer 
City Attorney Administrative Services City Manager 
          Director 
 
Attachment: 
 
1. Proposed Engagement Letter for Special Legal Services with Burke, Williams & 

Sorensen. 



 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 

Proposed Engagement Letter for Special Legal Services 
with Burke, Williams & Sorensen 
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