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Response to Comment No. 2-1 

This comment states that if there is an emergency or standby generator included in the project, 
then a permit would be required prior to occupancy (see Comment 2-4, below).  

No emergency or standby generator is proposed as part of this project. Therefore, this comment 
is not applicable and no response is necessary. 

Response to Comment No. 2-2 

This comment references a footnote stating that the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control 
District (SBCAPCD) has proposed a stationary source threshold of 10,000 metric tons of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (MT CO2e) per year, and states that SBCAPCD has not formally proposed 
greenhouse gas (GHG) thresholds. 

The footnote was intended only to convey the existence of a threshold that had been proposed 
by SBCAPCD. However, to avoid any misunderstanding on the issue, the footnote is removed in 
the Final EIR. 

Response to Comment No. 2-3 

This comment notes a discrepancy between information in Appendix I and Section 4.6 of the 
Draft EIR as to whether CalEEMod or URBEMIS was used in the analysis of greenhouse gases.  

Impact GHG-1, Generation of Emissions in Excess of Threshold Levels, Operations Impacts, in 
Section 4.6 of the Draft EIR is revised in the Final EIR as follows: 

Emissions associated with electricity consumption required to transport water to the property 
and wastewater from the property were conservatively estimated using the projected 
maximum daily water use for the project identified in the prior Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(35,000 gallons per day) for a 140-room facility. The indirect electricity emission factor for 
water transport was calculated using the CalEEMod emissions model, as defined in the 
BAAQMD CEQA guidance document and associated GHG computation plug-in for 
URBEMIS (BAAQMD 2010), was applied to the daily water consumption value to estimate 
indirect emissions for water transport. Detailed emissions calculations are provided in 
Appendix A of the AECOM report (Appendix I). 

The CalEEMod URBEMIS model was also used to calculate the GHG emissions associated 
with project-generated traffic and minor area source emissions including landscape 
maintenance. Default emissions assumptions for hotel uses were not used because the 
proposed project is an extended stay facility. Instead, the “All Suites Hotel” trip generation 
assumptions from the Institute of Traffic Engineers Trip Generation Manual, 8th Edition was 
utilized for both GHG calculation and traffic analysis purposes. It should be noted that both 
analyses assumed 100% project occupancy, even though the expected annual occupancy 
for the project is 87%. Therefore, expected emissions and traffic generation were both 
conservatively estimated (i.e., over-estimated). The CalEEMod URBEMIS files are provided 
in Appendix B of the AECOM report (Appendix I). 
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Response to Comment No. 2-4 

This comment states that Appendix I, Table 4.6-4, includes emission estimates from 
“Emergency Generator Testing” but that the project did not discuss an emergency generator as 
part of the project.  

In response to this comment and to correct discrepancies between Table 4.6-4 and Appendix I, 
Table 4.6-4 of the Draft EIR is revised in the Final EIR as follows:  

TABLE 4.6-4 
QUANTITATIVE ASSESSMENT OF ESTIMATED PROJECT MITIGATED OPERATIONAL 

ANNUAL GHG EMISSIONS 
Operational Scenario/Emissions Source Emissions (MT CO2e/year) 
Vehicle Usage (Mobile Sources) 360 371 
Electricity Consumption 323 
Natural Gas Consumption (Space Heating) 190 
Solid Waste Disposal 29 
Energy Used for Transporting Water for Consumption by the Project 7 45 
Marriott Shuttle Van 4 
Emergency Generator Testing 4 1 
Landscape Maintenance <1 
Projected Annual Operational CO2e Emissions 914 938 
Annual Construction Emissions Amortized over 30 Years  18 
Total Amortized and Operational Emissions 932 956 
Significance Threshold 1,100 
Exceeds Significance Threshold? NO 

 

These revisions do not change the impact conclusion or mitigation reported in the EIR because 
the revised emissions are still below the 1,100 MT CO2e threshold used in the analysis of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Response to Comment No. 2-5 

This comment recommends including SBCAPCD Rule 345, Control of Fugitive Dust from 
Construction and Demolition Activities, in the conditions of approval.  

SBCAPCD Rule 345 was discussed in the Draft EIR on pages 4.2-10 and 4.2-11 and is now 
referenced in Mitigation Measure AQ-2a. In addition, Mitigation Measure MM AQ-2b identified 
dust control measures recommended by the SBCAPCD. These measures identified in MM AQ-
2b are taken from Section 6.1 of the SBCAPCD’s December 2011 Scope and Content of Air 
Quality Sections in Environmental Documents, which provides guidance for assessing and 
mitigating air quality impacts of development projects. 

Response to Comment No. 2-6 

This comment recommends 1) a condition of approval requiring a SBCAPCD permit for any 
diesel engines rated at 50 brake-horsepower or greater, and 2) a Health Risk Assessment for 
the use of any diesel-fired emergency generator.  
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No emergency or standby generator is proposed as part of this project. Therefore, this comment 
is not applicable and no further response is necessary. 

Response to Comment No. 2-7 

This comment states that any diesel-fired construction engines rated at 50 brake-horsepower or 
greater must have either statewide Portable Equipment Registration Program certificates or 
SBCAPCD permits prior to operation.  

Stationary equipment, such as generators, cranes, etc., that do not have a statewide permit 
under the California Air Resources Board’s Portable Equipment Registration Program (PERP) 
would need to obtain an individual permit from the SBCAPCD. Emissions from portable 
equipment associated with construction activities were included in the construction analysis. If 
an emergency generator is proposed in the future, it will be subject to SBCAPCD permitting 
requirements. 

No changes to the EIR are necessary in response to this comment because this requirement is 
state law and compliance is assumed as part of the analysis. 

Response to Comment No. 2-8 

This comment states that small boilers and water heating units (rated between 75,000 and 2.0 
million Btu/hour) must comply with emissions limits and certification requirements of SBCAPCD 
Rule 360. It also states that a permit is required from the SBCAPCD if the combined units are 
2.0 million Btu/hour or greater.  

Section 4.2.2.3 of the EIR is revised in the Final EIR as follows to include Rule 360 in the list of 
SBCAPCD Rules and Regulations: 

The SBCAPCD is responsible for establishing and enforcing local air quality rules and 
regulations that address the requirements of federal and state air quality laws. The proposed 
project may be subject to the following SBCAPCD rules (as well as others):  

• Rule 302—Visible Emissions 

• Rule 303—Nuisance 

• Rule 305—Particulate Matter 

• Rule 323—Architectural Coatings 

• Rule 329—Cutback and Emulsified Asphalt Paving Materials 

• Rule 345—Control of Fugitive Dust from Construction and Demolition Activities 

• Rule 352—Natural Gas-Fired Fan-Type Central Furnaces and Small Water Heaters 

• Rule 360—Emissions of Oxides of Nitrogen From Large Water Heaters and Small Boilers  

Stationary construction equipment, such as emergency generators if proposed in the future, 
may also trigger an individual permit from the SBCAPCD.  

Response to Comment No. 2-9 

This comment provides a list of GHG reduction measures that are recommended for inclusion in 
the project. 
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Mitigation Measure MM GHG-1a, included in the EIR, implements Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District Best Management Practices for Construction related to energy use and 
transportation by requiring alternative fuel construction vehicles and equipment. Other GHG 
reduction measures included in MM GHG-1a related to waste reduction and green architecture 
features involve requiring that at least 10% of building materials are locally produced within 100 
miles of the project site and that at least 50% of construction waste is recycled. Also, Mitigation 
Measure MM UTI-2b requires that the final landscape plan include measures to minimize 
outdoor water use, and Mitigation Measure MM UTI-2c requires that the final building plans 
minimize indoor water use.  

These mitigation measures address the comment’s recommendations for GHG reduction 
measures, and contribute to the conclusion that the project would not result in significant 
impacts related to GHG emissions. 

Response to Comment No. 2-10 

This comment states that the project must comply with SBCAPCD Rule 329, Cutback and 
Emulsified Asphalt Paving Materials. 

In Section 4.2.2.3, SBCAPCD Rules and Regulations, the EIR acknowledges that the project 
would be subject to Rule 329, among others.  

Response to Comment No. 2-11 

This comment provides a contact at the SBCAPCD. 

Thank you for your comments. Any follow-up questions regarding your comments will be 
directed to Ms. Wilburton. 
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