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  DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM 
 Meeting Date:  July 22, 2013 

 
 
 
 
TO: Commission Chair and Commissioners 
  
FROM: Steve Wagner, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Goleta Urban Forest Management Plan Draft Annual Report 2012-13 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review and comment on the Goleta Urban Forest Management Plan Draft Annual 
Report 2012-2013. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Goleta initiated the development of an Urban Forest Management Plan to 
provide a guide for the long term preservation and enhancement of the urban forest 
within the City’s jurisdiction.  The Conservation Element of the City of Goleta’s General 
Plan calls for the development and maintenance of a Public Urban Forest Master Plan 
that: 
 

1. Describes and maps the resources; 
2. Provides a vision statement;  
3. Establishes measurable urban forest management goals and performance 

standards; 
4. Presents a timeline for managing the Goleta Urban Forest; and, 
5.  Includes any additional information the City deems appropriate. 

 
With the aid of a grant from the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, 
the City embarked upon a process for developing the Goleta Urban Forest Management 
Plan in 2011. With input from the public, consulting certified arborists, landscape 
architects, landscape management professionals, homeowners and other interested 
parties, the plan was completed.  The City Council approved the Goleta Urban Forest 
Management Plan (GUFMP) on June 7, 2011.   
 
The GUFMP provides a five year policy framework for how trees within public areas will 
be managed.  The Goleta Urban Forest consists of all public and private trees, however 
this plan, deals with City trees and focuses on those trees which line streets, walkways, 
parks and other city-owned areas.  The plan recognizes the environmental, economic, 
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and social benefits of Goleta’s public trees, and identifies the many ways that City 
policies can gradually reshape a public urban forest to reflect Goleta’s Urban Forest 
goals.  

 
The GUFMP includes an initial five year implementation program.  The intent of 
adopting such a plan  is to create a living document that can be revised and updated as 
conditions change.  Each section of the UFMP has an objective, measurable goal. One 
of the recommendations of the UFMP is the creation of an annual report to recognize 
progress made toward these Urban Forest goals and to identify those portions of the 
plan which require modification to meet the changing needs of the City’s urban forest.  A 
copy of the draft Annual Report is presented herein for the Commissioner’s review and 
input. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
This is the City’s first annual report on the implementation of the GUFMP and covers the 
period from July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013. Staff has reviewed each section of the 
GUFMP and provided information on implementation actions to date. This includes 
recommendations and changes to the report, as appropriate.  
 
The objectives of the Annual Report, as stated, are: 
 

1. Include a section in the report for each item of the GUFMP that 
requires it (specified in the Performance Standard of each item.) 

2. Recommend the addition or removal of items from the annual report as 
necessary. 

3. Identify necessary changes to item in the GUFMP, and recommend 
them to be made in the next version of the Plan. 

4. Identify any items in the GUFMP that are no longer necessary, and 
recommend their removal in the next version of the Plan. 

5. Identify new items that may be necessary, and recommend their 
inclusion in the next version of the GUFMP. 

Staff recommends that the Commission review the draft annual report and submit any 
comments at the next scheduled meeting. 
 
 
Review By:                                            Approved By: 
 
 
 
_________________________     ____________________ 
Deborah S. Lopez       Steve Wagner 
City Clerk        Public Works Director 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 

Goleta Urban Forest Management Plan Draft Annual Report 2012-2013 
 




















































