
 
 Agenda Item A.3 

CONSENT CALENDAR   
 Meeting Date: September 16 
 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Steve Wagner, Community Services Director 
 
CONTACT: Bob Morgenstern, Public Works Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Standby Generator Installation at Corporation Yard 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Imperial Electric Company for the 
installation of a 50 kilowatt standby generator at the City’s corporation yard in an 
amount not to exceed $33,660 subject to the requirements of the contract documents. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City recently acquired a 3 acre corporation yard facility with a 4,000 square foot 
building at 6735 Hollister Avenue as part of the Cabrillo Business Park project.  The 
tenant improvements to the building have been completed and Community Services 
personnel are in the process of relocating to that location from City Hall. 
 
The new corporation yard facility will be used as a Department Operations Center 
(DOC) during emergency events. Staff will coordinate and direct contract labor forces 
during emergency events at the DOC.  As such, the building would require back up 
power in the event of power outages.  Improvements to the building to provide 
emergency power during power outages have been identified.  A contract to install a 
standby generator at the City’s corporation yard building is recommended for approval. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The corporation yard building is well suited to serve as a DOC during emergencies 
affecting the City. However, the building would require sustained electrical power 
throughout the incident in order to remain effective. In order to insure constant power, 
staff consulted with an electrical engineer to develop plans and specifications for the 
installation of a standby generator with a manual transfer switch. The plans and 
specifications were developed into a bid package (Attachment 1) and the project was 
advertised for bid. 
 



 Meeting Date: September 16, 2008 
 

Page 2 of 3 

The bid package requested bids for two different scenarios, one was for a complete 
(turn key) installation and the other was for installation of a City supplied generator, fuel 
tank and enclosure.   The following two bids where received: 
 

COMPANY BID ALTERNATE BID 
Imperial Electric $33,660.00 $7,800.00 
Newton Construction & Mgmt., Inc $44,000.00 $16,000.00 
 
The bid cost for the City to provide a generator, fuel tank, and enclosure was 
$28,222.40. This amount combined with the amount bid by Imperial Electric for the 
installation of the generator ($7,800) would equal $36,022.40, which exceeds the low 
bid amount for complete installation by $2,362.40.  As such, staff recommends Council 
award a construction contract in an amount not to exceed $33,660 to Imperial Electric 
for installation of the standby generator subject to the requirements of the contract 
documents.   
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
The Council may elect to do the following: 
 

1. Not award the contract and not install an emergency standby generator at the 
corporate yard location. 

2. Award the alternate bid for installation of a City supplied generator, enclosure 
and fuel tank. 

3. Direct staff to re-bid the project and try to solicit additional bids. 
 
GOLETA STRATEGIC PLAN: 
 
Installation of an emergency standby generator at the corporation yard is consistent with 
the Goals in the Goleta Strategic Plan entitled, “Emphasize Public Safety” and moves 
the City closer toward realizing its vision as defined within the City’s Strategic Plan. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
The approved FY 2008-2009 Budget does not include any appropriations for the 
proposed generator.  However, staff has identified sufficient carryover amounts from FY 
07-08 that can be re-appropriated for this action. As such no additional appropriations 
will be required should the City Council approve the recommended action.  
 
Submitted By: Reviewed By: Approved By: 
 
 
 
______________   ___________________ 
Steve Wagner Michelle Greene Daniel Singer 
Community Services  Administrative Services City Manager 
Director Director   
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Plans and Specifications (Bid Package) 
2. Construction Contract 
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