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AGENDA ITEM L-5 
 
DATE:  March 23, 2010 
TO:    Goleta Design Review Board 
FROM: Alan Hanson, Senior Planner 
SUBJECT: 10-034-DRB: Clearwire Cell Site; 75 Ellwood Station Road; APN: 073-

020-024 
 
APPLICANT: Norcal Consulting 
  4050 Calle Real, Suite 20 B 
  Santa Barbara, CA  93110 
   
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
This is a request for Conceptual/Preliminary review of a proposed, co-located wireless 
communications facility.  The property includes a 19,000-square foot building that 
serves as an unattended Verizon telephone-call switching center as well as a 70-foot 
high mono-pine with a total of six panel antennae, two wall-mounted GPS antennas, a 
back-up diesel generator, lighting, and associated appurtenant equipment on a 1.15 
acre parcel in the PU zone district.  The existing monopole is screened by a faux pine 
tree (a “mono-pine”). The applicant proposes to co-locate three directional panel 
antennae on the existing Verizon mono-pine as well as two directional micro-wave 
dishes to connect this site to other Clearwire cell sites.   
 
The monopole would be medium-dark gray in a “slim-line” design with a base diameter 
of 24 inches tapering to a top diameter of 18 inches.  The upper antenna array would be 
at a maximum height of 65 feet above grade, while the lower antenna array would be at 
60 feet above grade, such that a 1-foot gap would be provided between the two arrays.  
Each antenna array would be approximately 3.5 feet in diameter, such that each 
antenna panel would protrude approximately 1-foot from the monopole. 
 
All at-grade facility components would be located within a 60-square foot leased area 
enclosed by a wooden fence and gate inside a larger 595-square foot area enclosed by 
an existing chain-link fence.  Power for the co-located facility would be provided by a 
new underground power line. 
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Access to the lease area would be provided via an existing 12-foot wide access 
easement from Ellwood Station Road to the lease area.  The easement would be 
aligned along the north side of the existing building and would utilize existing paved 
portions of the parking lot and drive aisles.    No new landscaping is proposed, and no 
grading is required. 
 
The project was filed by agent Norcal Consulting for Clearwire US LLC, applicant.  
Related case:  10-034-LUP. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The project was originally submitted on January 24, 2008. This is the first time the 
project has been before the DRB.  There are no known zoning violations on the 
property. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Zoning Consistency: 
The following development standards set forth in Section 35-292h.4. apply to all co-
located telecommunication facilities permitted pursuant to Section 35-292h.3 of the 
Inland Zoning Ordinance: 
 

 Required Proposed Consistent 
Y/N 

Exclusion of 
Public 

The general public is 
excluded from the facility 
(e.g., fenced). 

The proposed facility’s lease 
area would be enclosed 
within a wooden fence 
located within a larger lease 
area enclosed by a chain-link 
fence, which would be locked 
to exclude the general public. 

Yes 

Location and 
Proximity to 
Residential 
Uses 

The facility shall be a 
minimum of 100 feet from 
the nearest existing 
residential dwelling unit, 
existing educational facility 
including licensed day 
care centers on an 
adjacent parcel, or 
residentially zoned parcel 
line. 

Nearest residential dwelling 
unit or similar use is 
approximately 140 feet to the 
south of the facility.  The 
nearest residentially zoned 
property would be 
approximately 130 feet away. 
A mobile home subdivision to 
east would be approximately 
260 feet away. 

Yes 
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Setbacks Facility and associated 
equipment shall meet all 
setback regulations of 
zone district, unless a 
modification of setbacks is 
approved. Setbacks for 
PU district: 
   Front: 50 ft Centerline & 
              20 ft from ROW 
   Side: 10 feet 
   Rear: 10 feet 

Setbacks of proposed facility: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Front: 184 feet 
 
   Side:  60 feet 
   Rear  44 feet 

Yes 

Co-location Co-location on an existing 
support structure is 
required for macrocells 
except for certain 
circumstances. 

The proposed Clearwire cell 
site would be co-located on 
an existing, City approved 
Verizon monopole facility. 

Yes 

Power Limit No telecommunication 
facility shall be sited or 
operated in a manner 
either by itself or in 
combination with other co-
located facilities that 
exceed the Maximum 
Permissible Emissions 
(MPE) level for the general 
public as established by 
the Federal Government. 

The proposed co-located 
facility would operate at 
0.015% of the MPE and the 
cumulative emissions level for 
the proposed and existing 
facilities would be 0.95% of 
the MPE. 

Yes 

Color & Size 
Compatibility 

Proposed facility must be 
aesthetically compatible 
w/surrounding area 

Proposed panel antennae to 
be integrated into the existing 
monopine & subject to DRB 
review 

TBD 

 
The proposed project is consistent with the above requirements of the Inland Zoning 
Ordinance (Article III, Chapter 35, Goleta Municipal Code), subject to the DRB’s review 
and approval of final colors and integration of the proposed antennae into the existing 
monopine. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Staff would appreciate input from the DRB and the applicant on options to improve 
antennae integration and camouflaging of the proposed, co-located facility. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Reduced 11” x 17” copies of site plans and elevations 
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