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DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM 
 Meeting Date: March 17, 2009 
 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Dan Singer, City Manager 
 
CONTACT: Steve Chase, Planning & Environmental Services Director   
 
SUBJECT: UCSB Long Range Development Plan – Public Forum 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Discuss with staff and the public the implications of UCSB’s plan for campus growth. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In March 2008, UCSB released for public comment its Draft Vision 2025 Long Range 
Development Plan and associated Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). The Long 
Range Development Plan involves development, redevelopment and conservation of 
land owned or managed by UCSB, through the year 2025. The project replaces a 
version adopted in 1990. 
 
The development potential under the Long Range Development Plan includes the 
following elements: 

 A planning time frame from 2008 to 2025; 
 5,000 additional students at a rate of 1% per year, thereby increasing student 

enrollment from roughly 20,000 current to 25,000 future; 
 336 additional faculty, thereby increasing faculty employment from 1,054 

current to 1,400 future; 
 1,400 additional staff, thereby increasing staff employment from 3,631 current 

to 5,031 future; 
 1.8 million assignable square feet of additional instruction, research and 

support space, thereby increasing assignable square feet from 2.7 million 
current to 4.5 million future; 

 Another way of putting it is 2.5 million gross square feet of additional 
instruction, research and support space, thereby increasing gross square feet 
from 3.8 million current to 6.3 million future; 

 5,443 net additional single student bed spaces, thereby increasing single 
student bed spaces from 5,679 current plus 973 pending to 12,095 future; 
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 239 net additional student family units, thereby increasing student family units 
from 553 existing plus 151 pending to 943 future; 

 1,874 additional faculty and staff housing units, thereby increasing such units 
from 65 existing faculty units plus 161 pending faculty units to 2,100 faculty 
and staff units; 

 124,000 square feet of neighborhood commercial space within the housing 
projects, whereas none exist today; 

 5 additional acres of recreation fields, added to 26-acres current, for a future 
total of 31-acres; and 

 5,100 replacement parking spaces plus 3,650 new spaces, thereby increasing 
parking spaces from 10,580 current to 14,230 future. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Portions of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Long Range 
Development Plan were pulled back, revised and recirculated for public review on 
February 8, 2009. That was partially a result of Goleta’s assertions and requests in its 
comment letter to the University of June 17, 2008. The topical subjects that were 
subject to further analysis, reporting and recirculation included Air Quality, Population 
and Housing, Transportation, Wastewater and Water Supply. The new deadline for 
submittal of public comments is now March 30, 2009. 
 
The revised EIR introductory statement reads: “Since publication of the DEIR, the 
University has identified new information about environmental effects and mitigation, 
both in response to public comments and as a result of additional investigations by 
University staff. This recirculation of sections of the DEIR describes this new information 
and recirculates several sections of the DEIR, as discussed below. It also evaluates 
whether the new information and additional analyses would substantially alter the 
impacts analysis of the original DEIR.” 
 
Within this context, the purpose of this item is to provide a forum for the residents and 
business interests of Goleta to discuss with the City Council their concerns about the 
project. It is meant to be an informative dialogue that helps the City complete its public 
comment letter to the University. Representatives from UCSB have been invited to the 
forum and they may wish to address the City Council. 
 
A key consideration is whether the facts, variable assumptions and assertions that run 
throughout the Long Range Development Plan and its DEIR have been adequately 
thought-through and documented. Unfortunately, staff concludes that the documents 
avoid addressing critical problems that the region is facing today and will continue to 
face throughout the planning period of 2008 – 2025. Of particular note are concerns 
about the ability to provide sufficient on-campus housing to match and pace growth in 
population and buildable space, the capacity of public safety systems to readily 
accommodate that growth, and traffic and circulation impacts that we believe are 
understated. Increased wastewater flows and the inadequacy of mitigation represents 
another significant issue of concern. There are many issues with the Long Range 
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Development Plan, but these issue areas, in particular, have spillage affects on Goleta 
and the valley as a whole that cannot just be assumed away.  
 
A significant issue for Storke Ranch is the proposed extension of Phelps Road 
necessitated by future development anticipated in the Long Range Development Plan. 
The City has not taken previously taken a position on the extension of this east-west 
corridor, in part because the proposal is consistent with the City’s General Plan 
Transportation Element and could become a necessary and critical component of future 
circulation improvements in town. It is worth noting that there is no current project 
planned for the extension of Phelps Road and both the City and the University would 
have to approve such an extension, were it to occur. 
 
Any party seeking to review the Long Range Development Plan and/or its DEIR may 
access the documents online at www.UCSBVision2025.com. Hard copies of the 
documents can be found at the Goleta Library and UCSB Library. 
 
The discussion provides the City Council and public with a further opportunity for input 
into the City’s anticipated comment letter on the recirculated DEIR. The City Council’s 
Town & Gown Committee will review a draft of the comment letter and advise staff 
accordingly on technical and policy points to be included and/or emphasized therein. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS:  
 
The preparation of this staff report and review of the DEIR was included in the adopted 
FY 2007–2009 Budget under the Advance Planning Program 4300 of the Planning & 
Environmental Services Department.  
 
 
Submitted By:   Reviewed by:     Approved By: 
 
 
 
 
_____________________  ____________________  ________________ 
Steve Chase, Director  Michelle Greene, Director  Daniel Singer  
Planning & Environmental  Administrative Services  City Manager 
Services 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Notice of Availability – Recirculated DEIR 
2. DEIR Section 1.4 – Summary of Impacts & Mitigation Measures

http://www.ucsbvision2025.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 1 
 

Notice of Availability – Recirculated DEIR 





 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 2 
 

DEIR Section 1.4 – Summary of Impacts & Mitigation Measures 
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