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PREVENT SOIL EROSION 
ON YOUR PROPERTY

A HOMEOWNER'S GUIDE TO EROSION CONTROL

Soil erosion can happen 
slowly, gradually washing 
away top soil, or it can 
happen quickly in heavy rain 
events. In either scenario, 
the land is stripped bare of 
valuable natural resources. 

Don’t Forget to Plan for Erosion Control  
ALL YEAR ROUND

DO’S AND DON’TS
Do:

Don’t:

How to Use Sandbags
Filling

Stacking

Sandbag diversion

In an effort to help landowners protect their 
property, professional NRCS Conservationists 
developed erosion control practices for areas 
where trees have been removed. 

In this Homeowner’s Guide to Erosion Control, 
you will find common NRCS practices that can 
be implemented to protect your property and 
prevent  mudslides. Expanded fact sheets are 
also available at:  
www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp



WHAT Kind of SLOPES 
DO YOU HAVE?

TAKE A LOOK AT YOUR SLOPES. HOW STEEP 
THEY ARE WILL TELL YOU WHAT WILL WORK.
Moderate slopes (less than 33%) have a good chance 
of success at controlling runoff using plant materials 
and mulch. 

Slopes between 33% and 50% require 
special care. 

Greater than
50% Revegetation
improbable

50% or “2:1” 
Revegetation success poor 

33% or “3:1”
Revegetation success fair

25%
Revegetation success goodLess than 25%

Revegetation
success very good

Mulches,
rock, bark,

and ornamental
grasses

Plants (ornamental grasses, shrubs)
and erosion control mats

up to 33% slope

up to 50% slope
Rip Rap

PREVENT EROSION

NOW
it’s easy to prevent erosion on your sloped property.

Just follow these instructions
to stabilize your slopes.

Materials

Mulching

Paved driveways are often an important factor in 
controlling erosion.

Choose plants for slope stabilization.

Slopes over 50% will require structures or special 
techniques for stabilization. 

2' min.

2%

Rock retaining or breastwall

TerracesWood  
retaining wall

Battling MUDSLIDES & FLOODS

Protecting windows and doors

Wooden deflector walls

Diversion ditches


