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DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM  
 Meeting Date: February 17, 2009 

 
 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers  
 
FROM: Daniel Singer, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Sanitary District Detachment Update 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive a verbal update from staff and the Council’s ad-hoc committee on the Goleta 
West Sanitary District detachment application and provide further direction or input on 
the subject. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
On February 3, 2009, the City Council gave direction to the City Manager to move 
forward with an application to the Local Area Formation Commission (“LAFCO”) to 
pursue detachment from the Goleta West Sanitary District (the “District”).  The District, 
speaking on the matter, asked the Council to support further discussions and 
negotiations between our two entities.  In response, Council initiated two actions; first, to 
submit our application for detachment to LAFCO, and second, to establish a sub-
committee of the Council to work with staff and pursue further discussions with the 
District.  Mayor Aceves and Councilmember Easton were appointed to the sub-
committee. 
 
The Council also asked staff to agendize this matter for the evening session of the 
February 17, 2009 City Council meeting in order to provide an update on the 
discussions with the District. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On February 4, 2009, the City contacted the District to schedule a meeting between our 
respective sub-committees and staff members.  A tentative date of February 11, 2009 
was established to allow for any recommendations which might come out of that 
meeting to be presented to the Council at the February 17, 2009, meeting.  
Unfortunately, the District did not accept the meeting invitation and questioned the value 
of meeting with the City in light of the LAFCO application submittal (see attached 
correspondence from the District).  A meeting between our two organizations is still 
being pursued by City staff. 
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On February 5, 2009, the City submitted the completed application to LAFCO.  LAFCO 
has now issued a Notice of Receipt of Application Materials letter (copy attached) and 
has initiated requests for further information from both the Goleta Sanitary District and 
Goleta West Sanitary District. 
 
Since the afternoon City Council meeting of February 3, 2009, the District has held 
three public meetings (albeit one was solely a closed session discussion pursuing legal 
challenges to the City’s detachment proposal).  District agendas for these meetings 
along with corresponding minutes are attached for Council’s review.  The February 10, 
2009 agenda represents direction given by the District Board at their February 3, 2009 
meeting to pursue numerous options inconsistent with the City’s detachment application 
and includes options related to expending District reserves.  Minutes from this meeting 
are not yet available.  
 
On February 9, 2009, the City’s sub-committee met with staff to review these and other 
matters pertaining to the detachment application.  The committee may have additional 
information to share with Council at the February 17, 2009 meeting, however in light of 
the fact that the District and City were not able to meet prior to the Council meeting, 
there may be little, if any, new information to share.  As a result, this report, and any 
additional information provided at the Council meeting is designed as an update on this 
subject; no Council action is anticipated at this time. 
 
 
Submitted By:  Reviewed By:  
 
 
 
____________________  ____________________  
Daniel Singer   Michelle Greene  
City Manager  Admin. Services Director  
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Correspondence from the Goleta West Sanitary District 
2. LAFCO Notice of Receipt of Application Materials 
3. Goleta West Sanitary District Special Board Meeting Agendas and Minutes 
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