
 
 Agenda Item C.1 

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM 
 Meeting Date: December 16, 2008 

 
 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Daniel Singer, City Manager 
 
CONTACT: Deborah Constantino, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Appointments to the Planning Commission 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Consider appointments to the Planning Commission nominated by Councilmembers 
Easton and Connell to fill existing vacancies and for the terms commencing February 9, 
2009. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On June 5, 2006, Council adopted Ordinance No. 06-02 establishing the Planning 
Commission (Attachment 1).  The ordinance specified that the Planning Commission 
would consist of five members, each of whom must be a resident of the City of Goleta 
and a qualified elector.  The ordinance further specified that each City Councilmember 
would have the authority to appoint one member to the Planning Commission.  The term 
of office for each Commissioner is four (4) years and each term is set to expire at the 
first regular meeting of the first February following the expiration of the current term of 
office of the City Councilmember who appointed the commission member. 
 
On October 15, 2007, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 07-13 for the primary 
purpose of clarifying the City’s Municipal Code as it relates to the purpose and powers 
of the Planning Commission, the number of members, the length and method of 
appointments, residency requirements, responsibilities, and authority.  Most pertinent to 
the matter at hand was a clarification that appointments needed to be approved by the 
full Council.  A copy of this ordinance is also attached for your review. (Attachment 2). 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
As you are aware, the November 4, 2008 General Election resulted in appointment of 
two new Councilmembers to the City Council.  In accordance with Ordinance No. 06-02, 
the new members, Margaret Connell and Ed Easton, have the responsibility of 
appointing two new members to the Planning Commission.  As Mayor Aceves, Mayor 
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Pro Tempore Onnen, and Councilmember Bennett were not up for re-election, their 
prior appointments to the Planning Commission are still effective.   
 
The City Clerk published and posted an advertisement for the Planning Commission 
vacancies on November 14, 2008, and November 21, 2008.  Letters were also sent 
directly to past applicants for the position.  The vacancies were also published on the 
City’s new website.  The deadline for applications was 5:00 p.m. on December 1, 2008.  
Five applications were received, copies of which were distributed to Councilmembers 
Easton and Connell on December 2, 2008 for their review. 
 
Under normal circumstances, appointments to the Planning Commission would occur in 
February.  However, at this time there are only three seated Planning Commissioners.  
As you will recall, shortly before the election, one member of the Commission resigned, 
and immediately after his election to the City Council, Ed Easton resigned from the 
Commission as well.  The two vacancies necessitate the early appointment of two 
members to the Commission.  Therefore, Councilmembers Connell and Easton are 
asked to submit their nomination for ratification by the full Council at today’s meeting.  
Not only is this ratification required under Ordinance 07-13, it is also symbolic in that it 
signifies to the appointee the Council’s acknowledgement of their contribution of time 
and effort to this important decision-making body. 
 
Attached to this report for your review is a copy of the newspaper notice advertising the 
Planning Commission vacancies. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
The only fiscal impact is the cost of advertising the Planning Commission openings. 
 
 
Submitted By: Reviewed By:  Approved By:   
 
 
 
____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 
Deborah Constantino Michelle Greene  Daniel Singer 
City Clerk Administrative Services  City Manager 
  Director 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Ordinance No. 06-02 entitled “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 

Goleta, California, Repealing Sections 2-25 through 2-26.8 of the Goleta 
Municipal code and Adding Sections 2-258 through 2-25.12 Relating to the 
Establishment of a Planning Commission.” 
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2. Ordinance No. 07-13 entitled “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
Goleta, California, Relating to the Establishment of a Planning Commission, 
Amending Municipal Code Sections 2-25 through 2-25.13.” 

 
3. A copy of the newspaper notice advertising the Planning Commission vacancies. 
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