
Agenda Item D.1 
 PUBLIC HEARING 
 Meeting Date:  December 16, 2008 
 
 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Dan Singer, City Manager  
 
CONTACT: Steve Chase, Director, Planning and Environmental Services 
 Patricia S. Miller, Manager, Current Planning Division 
 
SUBJECT: Goleta Growth Management Ordinance 2008 Annual Report 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. Receive the Goleta Growth Management Ordinance 2008 Annual Report. 
 
B. Grant an allocation of 7,770 SF to the Best Buy project under Section 8.6 of the 

Goleta Growth Management Ordinance. 
   
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Goleta Growth Management Ordinance (No. 03-04) was adopted on May 5, 2003.  
Pursuant to the ordinance, the Planning and Environmental Services Department shall 
prepare a growth management report to the City Council in June and December of each 
year at a noticed public hearing.  A copy of the ordinance is included in Attachment 1. 
 
In December 2008 the Council amended the Goleta Growth Management Ordinance to 
remove text regarding expired exemptions for certain properties and add text regarding 
an exemption for Goleta Valley Cottage Hospital and related offices/medical services 
(also included in Attachment 1). 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
2008 Base Allocation/Carryover.  The Base Allocation in any year shall be calculated as 
the number of building permits issued for new residential units in the preceding year, 
multiplied by 400 SF per residential unit.  Carryover of unused allocations from one year 
to the next is allowed, subject to a cap of 80,000 SF on the amount of total allocation in 
any year.  A total of 90,451 SF was available at the beginning of 2008.  (A “Base 
Allocation” of 4,400 SF from building permits for 11 new residential units issued in 2007 
and a “Carryover” of 86,051 from 2007.) 
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2008 Priority Projects.  The Goleta Growth Management Ordinance identifies priority 
projects for which 20,000 SF are reserved each year.  Of this amount, 1/8 of the total 
allocation (up to 10,000 SF) is for new small projects and additions that result in a net 
increase of no more than 5,000 SF each.  For 2008, the amount available in this 
category was 10,000 SF.   There were two requests for allocation in this category in 
2008 as follows: 
 
 Cambridge Drive Community Church   449 SF 
 Cox Communications     120 SF  
 
Both requests were granted and the total amount allocated was 569 SF.  

 
2008 Competitive Allocations.   Allocations from the Competitive Allocation category are 
subject to an award of points by the approving authority (Planning and Environmental 
Services Director, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission, or City Council, 
depending on the permit type).   Points were awarded in 2008 for three projects (Best 
Buy, Rincon Palms Hotel and Restaurant, and Marriott Residence Inn).   The only 
project that is ready for consideration of an allocation is the Best Buy addition to an 
existing building at Camino Real Marketplace (7,770 SF).  The addition was processed 
as a Development Plan Amendment and was approved by the Director of Planning and 
Environmental Services on September 22, 2008.  The project received a total of 3 
points under the GGMO Point Criteria and points were awarded at the time of project 
approval.  The request is for an allocation of 7,770 SF.  
 
The GGMO specifies that this point total shall be confirmed by the Council and that an 
allocation shall be assigned based on total point rankings (GGMO, Section 8.6).  For 
2008, there are no other requests for allocations and therefore there would be no 
ranking of additional projects.  Thus, the only allocation that must be granted is for Best 
Buy.    
 
2009 Base Allocation.  A total of 202 building permits for new residential units have 
been issued to date in 2008.  This creates a “Base Allocation” of 80,800 SF for 2009.   
 
2009 Total Allocation.  The total allocation in 2009, which is the sum of the “Base 
Allocation” (80,800 SF) and any “Carryover” from 2008 (82,112 SF; remainder after 
deducting 2008 allocations), would be 162,912 SF.   However, as per the ordinance, the 
Total Annual Allocation in 2009 cannot exceed 80,000 SF.  Therefore, the Total Annual 
Allocation for the 2009 calendar year under the Goleta Growth Management Ordinance 
will be 80,000 SF. 
 
GOLETA STRATEGIC PLAN: 
 
Not applicable to the annual review of the Goleta Growth Management Ordinance. 
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ALTERNATIVES: 
 
Administration of the GGMO is required by ordinance.  Thus there is no alternative to 
the preparation of an annual report.   
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
Staff costs for administration of the GGMO throughout the year are budgeted.  
Approximately 5 hours of staff time were required to prepare this staff report and attend 
the public hearing. 
 
 
Submitted By: Reviewed By: Approved By: 
 
 
_________________________ _____________________ ____________________ 
Steve Chase, Director  Michelle Greene, Director Daniel Singer 
Planning and Environmental  Administrative Services City Manager 
Services 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Goleta Growth Management Ordinance 03-04 and Amending Ordinance 08-___ 
2. Best Buy GGMO Point Criteria 
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