
Agenda Item D.1 
 PUBLIC HEARING 
 Meeting Date: April 1, 2008 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Steve Wagner, Community Services Director 
 
CONTACT: Rosemarie Gaglione, Senior Project Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Revised Caltrans Freeway Agreement 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Authorize the City Manager to enter into a Freeway Agreement between the State of 
California acting by and through the Department of Transportation and the City of 
Goleta 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On October 5, 2007, the City received a request from Caltrans to revise the existing 
Freeway Agreement to include those portions of State Route 101 from 0.2 miles east of 
Patterson Avenue to Farren Road, City Limits along State Route 101 and on State 
Route 217 from 0.2 mile east of Hollister Avenue to Route 101. This revised Agreement 
is needed to include the portion of State Route 101 included in the Cathedral Oaks 
Bridge Replacement project, and to replace the Agreement with the County now that 
Goleta has incorporated. 
 
This new Freeway Agreement would revise a portion of the Freeway Agreement 
executed between Caltrans and the County of Santa Barbara on December 9, 1968. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On June 21, 1945, the California Highway Commission adopted a resolution 
designating the section of State Route 101 between Hollister Wye and Tecolote Creek 
as a freeway. Then on October 23, 1957, the Commission adopted a similar resolution 
designating State Route 217 from State Route 101 to UCSB as a freeway. 
 
Since State Routes 101 and 217 go through local jurisdictions, Caltrans needs to have 
Freeway Agreements in place to allow Caltrans to do work related to the freeway that 
affect local streets and roads.  
The first Freeway Agreement between Caltrans and the County of Santa Barbara was 
executed on March 3, 1958 and included the sections of freeway noted above. There 
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was a Supplemental Freeway Agreement executed on September 28, 1964 to add the 
section of SR 101 from El Sueno Road to Elwood Overhead, and that section of SR 217 
between Hollister Avenue and SR 101. On December 9, 1968 Caltrans executed a 
revised Freeway Agreement with the County of Santa Barbara which specifically stated 
the State’s responsibility for construction and reconstruction of County roads adjacent to 
the freeway when major construction was being performed. 
 
Now that Goleta is a City and in the process of building a joint project with Caltrans, 
namely the Cathedral Oaks Bridge and Overhead Replacement Project, Caltrans 
requires a valid Freeway Agreement with the City. Failure to execute the Freeway 
Agreement would delay delivery of this critical transportation project. The new Exhibit 
showing the limits of the Agreement have been changed to fit within the City’s 
boundaries. 
 
GOLETA STRATEGIC PLAN:  
 
The replacement and realignment of the Cathedral Oaks Interchange is the number one 
transportation project in the Goleta Transportation Improvement program, and is 
consistent with the goal in the Goleta Strategic Plan entitled “IMPLEMENT CITY WIDE 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.”  The replacement of a deteriorating bridge on 
a poor alignment with a new bridge built to current standards on an optimal alignment 
will improve traffic flow and safety for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians. The existing 
bridge does not have any sidewalks or bike lanes, while the new structure will.  
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
There are no fiscal impacts of entering into this Freeway Agreement. The project can 
only go forward if the proper legal Agreement is in place. The Agreement does not place 
any additional burden on the City, and is mostly an administrative action. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
The City Attorney’s office has reviewed the Freeway Agreement Resolution and exhibits 
and approved of the content and format. 
 
Submitted By: Reviewed By: Approved By: 
 
_________________________ _____________________ ____________________ 
Steve Wagner  Michelle Greene Daniel Singer 
Community Services Director Admin. Services Director City Manager 
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