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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

AND SCOPING MEETING 
Planning and Environmental Review Department 

April 6, 2015 
 
 
 
 

HERITAGE RIDGE RESIDENTIAL PROJECT; CASE NO. 14-049-VTM-DP-GPA 
North of Camino Vista and East of S. Los Carneros Road;  

APNs 073-060-031 through -043 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning and Environmental Review Department of the 
City of Goleta is providing a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a Draft Environmental Impact 
Report (DEIR) and will conduct a scoping meeting on the date set forth below for the Heritage 
Ridge Residential Project proposed by the Towbes Group, Inc.  
 
PROJECT LOCATION: The project would be located on a vacant 16.2 acre site north of 
Camino Vista and east of S. Los Carneros Road within the City of Goleta, Santa Barbara 
County. The site is located south of U.S. Highway 101 and the Union Pacific Railroad corridor 
and would be accessed from Camino Vista. The surrounding land uses include: the freeway and 
railroad tracks to the north; a vacant site for a future residential development (Villages at Los 
Carneros) to the west of Los Carneros Road; industrial businesses to the east; and residential 
uses (Willow Springs I and II) to the south. The project is proposed on Assessor’s Parcel 
Numbers (APNs) 073-060-031 through -043. 
 
GENERAL PLAN: Medium Density Residential (R-MD) 
 
ZONING: Design Residential, 20 units/acre (DR-20) 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project involves the development of two housing 
concepts and a neighborhood park. One housing component would be a seniors’ (62 years and 
older) rental apartment development totaling 132 units in two buildings. The second component 
would be 228 units of rental workforce apartments (housing that is intended to be occupied by 
households whose head is in the workforce) in six buildings. All 360 units will be rental 
apartment units. A two-acre neighborhood park would be a feature of the project as required by 
the City’s General Plan. The project application also includes a Vesting Tentative Map to 
consolidate 13 existing parcels into three parcels and a modification of zoning regulations to 
provide 152 spaces for the senior apartments rather than the required 183 spaces and to 
provide 345 spaces for the workforce housing rather than the required 367 spaces. A General 
Plan Amendment has been requested to remove a designation of Environmentally Sensitive 
Habitat Area (ESHA) on General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element Maps. 
 
PURPOSE OF NOTICE OF PREPARATION AND SCOPING MEETING: The City of Goleta will 
be the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and will prepare an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for this project. The purpose of the Notice of 
Preparation/Notice of Public Scoping Meeting is to obtain agency and public comment on the 
adequacy of the scope of analysis and content of the environmental information and analysis to 
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be conducted, including significant environmental issues, reasonable alternatives, and 
mitigation measures that should be included in the DEIR. Reference: California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14 (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, and 15375. 
 
EIR SCOPE OF ANALYSIS: The EIR is intended to provide decision-makers and the public 
with information that enables them to consider the environmental consequences of the 
proposed project. The EIR would identify potentially significant effects, and any feasible means 
of avoiding or reducing the effects through project redesign, the imposition of mitigation 
measures, or implementation of alternatives to the project. The EIR will address the issue areas 
listed in the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Checklist as well as cumulative impacts. The specific 
issues to be addressed include the following:  
 
Aesthetics 
Biological Resources 
Geology/Soils 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Land Use/Planning 
Population/Housing 

Air Quality 
Cultural Resources 
Greenhouse Gases 
Hydrology/Water Quality 
Noise 
Public Services  

Recreation      Transportation/Traffic  
Utilities/Service Systems 
 
The issues of Agriculture and Forestry will not be addressed as the project site is not on 
agricultural or forest land and will not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural or forestry 
lands. Additionally, mineral resources will not be addressed as no minerals are known to be on 
the site that would be of value to the region or residents of the site. 
 
The City of Goleta’s Environmental Hearing Officer will conduct one public scoping meeting for 
the proposed project to receive oral and written testimony at the time and place listed below.  
 
MEETING DATE AND TIME:   Wednesday, April 29, 2015, at 5:00 PM 
 
PLACE:  Goleta City Hall, Council Chambers 
 130 Cremona Drive, Suite B 
 Goleta, California 93117 
 
All interested parties are encouraged to attend the scoping meeting and to present written 
and/or oral comments.  
 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: The public comment period begins 
on April 6, 2015 and ends on May 6, 2015 (30 days). All letters should be addressed to Ms. 
Stephanie Diaz, Contract Planner, City of Goleta, 130 Cremona Drive, Suite B, Goleta, CA 
93117 or sdiaz@cityofgoleta.org .  Ms. Diaz can be reached at 805-961-7549.    All comments 
must be received no later than May 6, 2015 at 5:00 PM or submitted at the hearing. Please 
limit comments to environmental issues.  
 
NOTE: In compliance with the Americans with Disability Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in the hearing, please contact the City Clerk at (805) 961-7500. Notification at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting will enable staff to make reasonable arrangements to 
accommodate special needs.  
 
Published: Santa Barbara News-Press, April 6, 2015 
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